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This month our SPOTLIGHT is on Cats Haven, and “it all started with Phoenix . . . “ 

says Barb Wills of the humble beginnings of Cats Haven.  Barb, then a veterinary office assistant, found Phoenix in her front yard.  "The five-week-old kitten had been shot and the bullet lodged in her spine.  She had no use of her hind legs and after trying to find a place that could help her, I found that no place existed for injured or special-needs cats.  The only option was to put her down."  That option didn't set well with Barb.  Phoenix was not euthanized; instead, Phoenix lived a long and happy life with Barb . . . along with the other special-needs cats that Barb began caring for.  "There was just no place for these cats at that time; in many cases, I was their last hope.  Little did I know that when I helped Phoenix, I'd be doing this full time, 25 years later!"
 
Cats Haven is still a refuge for injured and special-needs kitties.  But Cats Haven has come a long way in a quarter century in Indianapolis.  It's gone from one cat to literally thousands.  "If I thought about it long enough, I could probably tell you how many cats we've helped.  The number would probably scare me, though!" laughs Barb.  And it's gone from strictly injured and special-needs cats to include elderly kitties, cats with behavior issues, ferals, and vet referrals.  "We also have healthy cats who found themselves in terrible situations," Barb explains.  "The one example that comes to mind is Gizmo, a big gray tuxedo boy. He lost his home after the wife in his family died, the husband got a new girlfriend, and the girlfriend wanted Gizmo gone. So after ten years as a family pet, Gizmo was surrendered to a high-kill shelter.  Cats Haven was contacted by this shelter and we just happened to have a foster mom who has a soft spot for the older guys.  So aside from being ten, which isn't old for a cat, there was absolutely nothing wrong with Gizmo except that he was no longer wanted." 
 
Cats Haven, IndyFeral, Indianapolis Animal Care and Control (IACC), and Indy Humane have had a strong working relationship for several years, so the idea of animal welfare organizations working together was nothing new for Barb. "One of my dreams has been for as many shelters and rescue groups as possible to work together, to share ideas and resources," says Barb, "and a few years ago, several of us started moving in that direction.  We're now able to move cats to where they can have access to the best resources . . . a sick or injured cat from IACC or IndyFeral can come to Cats Haven to heal.  It can then either be adopted out from Cats Haven or it can then move to Indy Humane and be adopted out from there.  By working together, we can do more to save more." 

Currently the shelter is full and accepting only special-needs and vet referrals. "We have a lot of very sweet, adoptable kitties.  We've got just about every shape, size, color, gender, age . . . just let us know what you're looking for, and we've probably got him or her," says Barb.  "When you adopt a Cats Haven cat, you make room in the shelter so we can help another."  

Cats Haven runs adoption specials every month, and holds adoption events on a regular basis.  And every Cats Haven cat is vaccinated, tested for FIV/FLV, and microchipped.  For more information about the shelter, or to volunteer or adopt, check out the Cats Haven website at www.catshaven.org, or call 317-925-7001.

Next Month’s Spotlight: FIDO


UPDATE ON THE PROPOSED ANIMAL WELFARE CENTER

If you have read the Alliance’s 10-year vision for animal welfare in Indianapolis, you have seen that one of our initiatives was built around PREVENTION.  Our long-term goal is that the number of unwanted animals needing to be rescued or placed in shelters significantly decreases each year, so that by 2015 no animals are euthanized for space.

We think that can be accomplished by increasing total spay/neuter capacity by 10,000 per year through opening two additional accessible, affordable spay/neuter-wellness clinics.  We also want to recruit veterinarians to make spay/neuter services readily available and affordable.

As a significant first step toward this vision, the Humane Society of Indianapolis received a gift from former IHS board member Larry Reuben, which was from the estate of his mother, Sara I. Reuben.  The gift of $500,000 is evenly divided for the IndyHumane facility on Michigan Road and for a proposed Fountain Square facility.   We envision the Fountain Square facility to not only provide a wellness clinic, with low-cost spay/neuter services, but to also serve as a collaborative space for other Alliance members.

 (
Everyone’s doing their part.  In 2010 
Indy Pit Crew
 spayed/neutered 170 dogs, provided low cost vaccinations to 415 dogs, and implanted 300+ microchips for American Pit Bulls.
)This gift, coupled with the successful grant of $150,000 from the Nina Mason Pulliam Charitable Trust, are bold steps toward accomplishing our plans.  A private individual is working with the Indianapolis Housing Authority to purchase the building at 1935 Shelby Street.  This donor’s company will lease the building space to IndyHumane and other animal welfare parties until other money is raised to purchase the building outright.  The sale and transfer of the building is expected sometime in the summer.

The IndyHumane Board has formed a Phase-In Committee to look at costs and additional money needed and how best to proceed that ensures the fiscal integrity of the project.  But John Aleshire, Executive Director of IndyHumane, adamantly believes that “if not for the existence of the Alliance and show of support from the animal welfare community, this project would never have had any initial funding of this magnitude.”  We’ll keep you posted!

 (
Are you into social networking?  Don’t forget – the Alliance has a new Facebook page that we will be updating daily with news, fun facts, what's new, etc.  If you could please take a minute to sign in and "Like" us we'd really appreciate it!  Also, feel free to share our link on your page so that we can get more people involved.
)




SUPPORT your Indianapolis Animal Care & Control in the Qualifying Heat of 2011 ASPCA $100K challenge

The public is invited to show its support for the Department of Public Safety Indianapolis Animal Care and Control by voting for IACC during the Qualifying Heat of the 2011 ASPCA $100K Challenge.  The Challenge promotes saving animals’ lives and is open to 501c3 organizations and government agencies across the country that promote animal welfare and animal protection.  To quality for participation in the Challenge, an agency or organization must have had a minimum intake of 1,600 dogs and/or cats in 2010.  IACC has an average intake of about 18,000 animals a year, which includes about 10,000 dogs, 6,500 cats and 1,500 other animals.

Participation in the Challenge requires agencies and organizations to report to the ASPCA statistics on animal intake and outcomes, including numbers of adoptions, animals released to rescues, animals returned to owners, and animals euthanized between 8/1/10 and 10/31/10 and for the same period in 2011.  The ASPCA will measure the outcomes and the agency or organization with the largest increase in lives saved beyond the qualifying 300 lives wins the $100,000 Grand Prize Grant!

There are currently 93 shelters nationwide participating in the Qualifying Heat.  The 50 agencies and organizations across the nation that receive the most votes of support from their communities during the Qualifying Heat from April 4, 2011 to April 15, 2011 will be selected as official contestants in the 2011 $100K Challenge.  WE NEED VOTES!  Go to www.VoteToSaveLives.org and then vote for Indianapolis Animal Care & Control.


IACC has consistently saved more lives each year since 2006.  In 2009, IACC took in 16,472 dogs and cats and 6,916 left the shelter alive.  In 2010 IACC took in 16,933 dogs and cats and 8,226 left the shelter alive.  Because IACC aims to continue increasing the number of animal lives saved, it is working with the Indianapolis community and its animal welfare partners to promote adoptions and to reduce the number of animals coming in to the shelter by promoting responsible pet ownership, including spaying and neutering.

For more information, contact Adam Garrett, IACC, adam.garrett@indy.gov or Gene Rodriguez, Department of Public Safety, gene.rodriguez@indy.gov.  http://www.indy.gov/accd - Facebook - Twitter.


	

Calendar of Fundraisers/Events

	April
	April 2-3:  The Amazing Acrocats (www.circuscats.com) are back!  And Cats Haven will be part of the feline festivities again.  Come and be astounded by the acrobatic and musical abilities of seemingly ordinary house cats! A portion of the ticket sales benefits the shelter.  Saturday performances at the Indy Fringe Building, 719 E. St. Claire, at 2, 5, and 8; Sunday performances at 2 and 5.  Contact Indy Fringe for ticket info - 317-721-9458.

April 5: Dinner at Zydeco’s (http://www.zydecos.net/).  Downtown Mooresville, 11 East Main Street.  Dinner hours are 5p-9p.  Beginning at 6:00pm, 10% donated to SNSI.  Call 317-834-3900 for reservations (1-866-ZYDECO5 TOLL FREE).  Visit www.SpayNeuterServices.org for more information.

April 5:  Chick-fil-A at the Crossing (3802 E. 82nd St) is having a Spirit Night for Cats Haven, 4:00-8:00pm.  

April 16:  Wanna walk in the Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure? Well, join the Cats Haven "Kitties for Ti**ies" team and walk with us!  We don't break any land speed records but we always have a great time. This is the fifth year that Cat’s Haven has formed our team . . . just go to http://race.komenindy.org/site/TR?pg=team&fr_id=1090&team_id=44655 and sign up!  The first ten participants to join our team will get a personalized purse dangle hand made by Gypsy Cat!!

April 17: Pet Supplies Plus in Broad Ripple will host Cram the Van, and Specks in Brownsburg will host Stuff the Truck!  Cats Haven will be at both locations from noon until 5 to accept donations of cat food, cat litter, cleaning supplies, and more. For more info, contact the shelter at 925-7001.

April 22: Tour For Life, Indianapolis Animal Care and Control, 2600 South Harding Street, 4:00-8:00pm.  Adoptions, food and giveaways! (adam.garrett@indy.gov).


	May
	May 1: Indy Humane’s Annual Mutt Strut at the Speedway.  Come and help us adopt 500 animals in May!  For more information, contact www.indymuttstrut.org or Becky Honeywell at 872-5650, ext. 129.  Be on the track 11:45am-3:00pm.

May 1:  Cats Haven open house. Stop by the shelter for a guided tour and meet the kitties, staff, and volunteers. Snacks and beverages will be provided, and all the kitties promise to be on their very best behavior! For more info, contact the shelter at 925-7001.

May 14: Indy Pit Crew Community Pet Day.  Location TBA

May 19: IMPD Southeast District Community Day (Garfield Park), IACC

May 22: Walking for Dreams 5k Family and Pet Walk on the Downtown Canal.  Benefits several nonprofit organizations, including FIDO and SNSI.  Go to the FIDO home page where you can find a widget and start making pledges right now!  Contact www.fidoindy.org or www.SpayNeuterServices.org for more information.  You can also register for the walk at www.WalkingForDreams.org then get your family, friends and colleagues to sponsor your walk.  Walkers who raise $100 or more will receive a free Walking for Dreams t-shirt.  Pets welcome!


	June
	IndyFeral and Mike’s Car Wash.  Purchase your carwash coupons at www.indyferal.org.

June 4: Indy Pit Crew Community Pet Day.   Location TBA

June 9: IMPD Southwest District Community Day (Haughville Park), IACC

June 23: IMPD North District Community Day (Broad Ripple Park), IACC


	July

	July 9:  Indy Pit Crew Community Pet Day.   Location TBA

July 21-30: Marion County Fair, IACC adoptions.

July 27: IMPD Northwest District Community Day (TBA), IACC


	August
	August 4: IMPD Downtown District Community Day (City Market Plaza), IACC

August 6: Indy Pit Crew Community Pet Day.   Location TBA

August 27: Indy Pit Crew Community Pet Day.   Location TBA

	September
	IndyFeral’s Annual Mum Sale (www.indyferal.org)

September 3: Miracle Mile Parade, IACC

September 27:  Indy Pit Crew Community Pet Day.   Location TBA


	October
	Pet Supplies Plus Fundraiser: Proud to Support IndyFeral (www.indyferal.org)

October 1: Hair Ball 2011.  Contact www.IndyHairBall.org to benefit SNSI

October 8:  Indy Pit Crew Community Pet Day.   Location TBA

October 22: Indy Pit Crew Bully March, Indiana War Memorial


	November
	November 9-13: Christmas Gift & Hobby Show, Indiana State Fairgrounds

November 12-13: Great Indy Pet Expo




We think it’s important so we’re repeating it again . . . 

Volunteers needed for the FIDO/Indy Feral operated food pantry located at Indianapolis Animal Care and Control on the first and third Saturday of every month from 12pm-4pm.  The food pantry works to prevent owner surrenders to local shelters by providing resources to struggling citizens and requires all patrons to spay/neuter their pets in order to receive assistance.  Scope of work: administrative tasks, sorting food, and general pantry set up.  Volunteers may work any duration of time, but we generally are busiest when doors open at noon.

Contact Jessica Lifford at jessicalifford@gmail.com.

FIDO’s new phone number: 317-221-1314



 (
500 Animals in May!
We are making plans on promoting our goal to collectively 
ADOPT 500 ANIMALS 
in May.  The need keeps growing: in 2010, 
IACC
 received 31,008 calls for service and received 17,751 animals in.  Owners surrendered 6,767!  IACC was able to adopt out 2,170 and transfer 5,024 to re
scue agencies.
 
SPREAD THE WORD . . . 
encourage
 everyone you know to open their homes to a new member of the family in May – and let us know about it!  Each of our member organizations will have their own promotions to help us reach our goal.
)



 (
WISH LIST
)
The lists are never completely filled, so we will continue these as a reminder:
	
IndyFeral:

	· Yesterday’s News Cat Litter
· 30-gallon trash bags
· Copy paper
· Paper towels
· Distilled water
· Volunteers to help at spay-day clinics or in the field.

	Contact www.indyferal.org















YOU are a vital part of animal welfare in Indianapolis!
 www. indyanimalalliance.org
IACC:
· Digital cameras
· Dry cat food
· Canned cat food/dog food
· New or used cat carriers
· New or used dog crates, any size
· Bleach
· Dish detergent
· Laundry detergent
· Standard white legal envelopes
· Standard letter sized lined paper pads
· Pens
· AA batteries/AAA batteries
· Clip-boards
· New or gently used dog collars
· Cat and dog toys for kennel enrichment volunteers
Contact Darcie.Kurtz@indy.gov




Indy Pit Crew:
· Storage unit with adjustable shelves	
· 18 gal Rubbermaid bins
· Paper towels
· Surgical gloves
· Dog treats
· Printer paper
· New or gently used leashes and collars
· Two portable DVD players
· Two syringes and needles
Contact recycleabull@indy.rr.com




Upcoming Editions

Our goal is to publish the first week of every month.  To get your news included, please send your items to IAWAcommunication@gmail.com by the 15th of the month.
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